iNo One Objects. 


There tt no one to speak agains 
Township giving $35,000 to the Terre Haute Park 
and Recreation Department at a public hearing 
Monday evening. 


a Aton 


Ray Azar, city council member, and Fred 
Schwartz, of the American Legion, both spoke in 
favor of the appropriation. 

The money would be used by the park depart- 


ment to expand the recreation program and pro-_ 


prrenrpime 
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vide and arts and crafts center at Deming Park. 


Although the township trustee and advisory 
board approved the appropriation last week, they 
learned a public hearing was required before the 
approval, according to Patrick Ralston, park su- 
perintendent. 


The appropriation will be considered again at the | 


Feb. 1 township meeting. 
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Park plan published 
4 gen ST ot » U i . 
Feat Park Department's rive Seat krei ac- 
tion plan has been printed into book form, accord- 
ing to Pat Ralston, park superintendent. ; 
The plan outlines what the department intends to 
do during the next five years with facilities and 
management, Ralston said. Emphasis is given to 
upgrading of existing park facilities, he explained. 
In addition to outlining an approach for the 
department, the plan will make the city eligible for 
certain federal funding, Ralston stated. 
. A copy of the plan is to be made available for 
public inspection at the Vigo County ‘Public 
Library, according to Ralston. 
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Park revenue continues upswing 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The city parks department inched 
closer toward becoming self-sup- 
porting in 1983, figures compiled 
from department reports show. 

Local parks generated 39 percent 
of total operating expenses in 1983. 
with the balance coming from city 
coffers. A 50-percent funding level 
from park-generated revenues is 
recommended in state programs. 
Parks Superintendent Pat Ralston 
said. 

The 39 percent continues an up- 
ward trend from 1979. when park 


Community 
revenues represented 23 percent of 


park operating funds. Increases 
followed with percentages of 29, 31 
and 34 from 1980 through 1982. Total 
park revenues more than doubled 
from 1979 to 1983. 

Revenues of $194,736 in 1979 rose 
in each succeeding year to $268,376, 
$300,921. $364,852 and $468,379 in 1983. 

Tax dollars earmarked for park 
programs increased 3 percent a year 
to $720,956 in 1983. 

“I'd say we've been running the 
department more like a business 
operation, which was our goal from 
day one,” Ralston said. 

Figures for 1983 were released in 
an annual report Tuesday. 


Affairs File 


Departmental goals accompany- 
ing the report include constructing a 
privately funded $390,000 Hulman 
Links clubhouse by July and con- 
structing a $100,000 Torner Corn- 
munity Building at Deming Park 
with proceeds from the sale of the 
old Torner Girls’ Club building. - 

Final phase of a $490, 000 
Fairbanks Park, using federal and 
state funds, is to be completed. ~ 

Projects funded from either the 
city’s general fund or from federal 
revenue-sharing funds include fe- 
novating a Collett Park pavilion and 
constructing and renovating shelters 
at Dobbs, Deming and Collett parks. 
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Forget about the foul odor from 
industry or the decaying downtown. 
Terre Haute still has a lot going for it 
... and nothing stands out as much as 
the city parks system. 

Long-time residents often overlook 
or underestimate the impressiveness of 
their parks. When I moved to this city 
some three years ago, the first thing I 
noticed were the beautiful, well-kept 
parks. 

In a lot of cities around the country, 
parks have been relinquished to 
“hoodlums” for destructive drinking 
and drug parties. Not so in Terre 
Haute. But it was not without a fight; 
local officials had to stand their ground 
with the ‘‘undesirable element.” 

Park Superintendent Pat Ralston is 
proud of the city’s work and dedication 
in providing a top-notch park system 
for its citizens. 

“We still have some isolated inci- 
dents of vandalism,” Ralston said. 
“But we get a lot of prevention help 
from people who call in and let us know 
if vandalism occurs ... especially at the 
newly renovated parks.” 

In all there are three community 
parks, eight neighborhood parks, five 
block parks, two golf courses, two 
recreation centers and one nature 
center. There are over 640 acres of 
ground in the system, with facilities for 
every type of activity from boating to 
archery. 

Taxpayers 


provide’ a $1,234,000 


budget to operate the parks and 
recreation programs. There are 75 
employees plus a staff of 11 involved. 


Keeping tabs 


Hargis formerly 
was Tribune-Star 
executive sports 
editor and, before 
that, editor of 
weekly 
5 newspapers in 
, — Petersburg and 
Cen a | Rockport, Ind. 


By Jerry A. Hargis 


Assistant managing editor 


There are four fulltime recreation 
employees, with 14 summer helpers. 
There are 21 guards, managers and 
cashiers for the city’s three swimming 
pools. Another 19 work in building and 
park maintenance and 12 others keep 
the golf courses in playing condition. 

And the parks do not go without 
outside recognition. Recent awards 
include Outstanding Outdoor School 
Laboratory Award for the Indiana Tree 
Farm Commmittee, the placing of 
Collett Park on the National Register 
of Historic Places and the citing of the 
Dobbs Park trail system as a National 
Recreation Trail. 

In case you have forgotten, here’s a 
look at some of what you own: 

Parks attracting the most atten- 
dance each year are Collett, at 7th 
Street and Maple Ave; Deming, at 
Fruitridge and Ohio Street, and 
Fairbanks, on South First Street. 
Rolling, picturesque Hulman Links and 


out in city 


sporting Rea Park offer golfers a real 
test. And the Dobbs Nature Center 
attracts crowds year round. 

Collett is located on 21 acres and is 
the home for the city’s oldest structure 
.. Collett Pavilion. The pavilion is 
noted for both its historical and 
architectural significance. Included on 
the grounds are four lighted tennis 
courts, large playground, picnic 
shelters and 12 horseshoe courts. 

Deming is part of 177 acres of rolling 
hills, with two ponds. The city’s largest 
swimming pool is located there along 
with nine picnic shelters, one pavilion, 
tennis courts, fitness trail, horseshoes, 
softball field, miniature train ride and 
archery course. 

Fairbanks, located along the banks 
of the Wabash River close to 
downtown, contains 107 acres. It is 
situated for passive activities such as 
fishing, picnicking and musical produc- 
tions. Included are a 1,000-seat 
amphitheater, picnic shelter, boat 
ramp and sunken garden. 

Dobbs Nature center, junction of 
Indiana 42 and 46, contains 105 acres of 
land that includes a 1.5-acre lake and 
14 acres of original woods that have 
never been logged. The Dobbs Trails 
were included in the Department of 
Interior, National Park Service, Na- 
tional Trail System in 1982. It is one of 
the few city-owned natural areas in the 
nation. Spring and summer are just 


around the corner and the ‘‘natives are / 


getting restless.” The parks will begin 
to boom with activities. 
See you at the park. 
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a $1, 286,720 million City P. 
Department budget for 1985 was 
approved without discussion during a 
board of directors meeting Thurs- 
day. 

Some $791,000 is budgeted in 
salaries to pay a peak departmental 
work force of 162 persons, or 20 
percent of the entire city-adminstra- 
tion staff, Superintendent Pat 
Ralston said. 

Ralston, who is provided ome 
and transportation by the city, is 
atop the pay schedule at $20,000 a 
year, followed by ‘directors of 


maintenance and recreation, who 
receive $15,898 and $15,320, respec- 


4 $1.3 million in anticipated 
spending for 1985 is offset by 
anticipated revenue from pool and 
green fees totaling what Ralston said 
was ‘a conservative $302,000. 

Income does not include revenue 
earmarked for non-reverting’«ac- 
counts such as proceeds from the 
recent sale of the Torner Girl’s Club 
which brought in $83,000 that will go 
toward building a $125,000 Torner 
Community Center at Deming Park. 

Local architect Dan Sanders of 
Sanders and Associates, 2822 Put- 
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tar 

nS st APM board m 1% bers that 
ae irea er a specifications for the 
5,000-square-foot new Torner facility 


will be available to contractors - 


Monday. Bid opening is set for July 
17. 


Board members approved 
Sanders’ design for the structure 
replacing a concession stand located 
in the heart of Deming Park. The 
additional space will enable the 
Parks Department to expand fee- 
generating program offerings in- 
cluding computer classes for 
children. 

Also approved was an additional 
$1,785 for Sanders, bringing total 
architectural and engineering costs 
for the Torner project to $5,660. 
Ralston said Sanders was contracted 
to design’ a $90,000 building, but 
additions to the project brought the 
estimated cost to $125,000 and 
therefore increased architectural 
and engineering costs. == == 

Regardless of the increase, 
Ralston said the $5,660 remained less 
than the next lowest engineering bid. 

In other park-department mat- 
ters: 

e A four-year contract was signed 
with Luehrs’ Ideal Rides, 


s. supply amusements 
sh Valley festivals. 
The city re 15 percent of 
Luehrs’ gross e off rides this 
year and 20. perggnt of amounts 
above $20,000. 

The city stands to receive 20. 
percent of a $20,000 gross and 25 
percent over that amount, plus $1,000 
for cleanup, according to terms of 
the contract. © 

e The board is holding out to see 
how much the department can 
receive from the City Redevelop- 
ment Department’s sale of old 
urban-renewal property between the 
old Vigo County Jail and Wabash 
River, south of the US. 40 Y 
interchange. The Parks Department 
owns a small piece of the property. 

The board approved a motion to 
allow Ralston time to confer with 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos on the plan 
that would give the Parks Depart- , 
“ment a cut of the’ $22,400 obtained 
from a recent sale of the property. 

e Ralston said the city is applying 
for All-American City status through 
the National Municipal League. 
Finalists would attend a convention 


in San Antonio, Texas, on Nov. 17-20. 
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Everything is just ducky: At Deming Park. 
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H Teih- St lislef ' meanders through the park. 


By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


With warm weather now the 
rule rather than the exception, 
Terre Haute’s 20 parks are getting 
increased usage. 

Local parks cover a combined 
900 acres ... and park personnel 
like to think they offer something 
for everyone. There are three city 
pools, largest of which is at 
Deming Park, a 177-acre spread of 
rolling hills, numerous trees and 
two ponds for fishing. The other 
two swimming pools are at 
Sheridan and Voorhees. 

Deming has nine picnic shelters 
and one large pavillion for those 
wishing to dine out. Several tennis 
courts are located at the north 
edge of the park and a fitness trail 


The Spirit of Terre Haute is a 
miniature train at Deming Park, 
which takes young and old for 
rides on weekends during the 
summer. There are pits for tossing 
horseshoes and a field for playing 
softball. The city park system’s 
lone archery range is located at 
Deming. 

“In a week or two we'll be 
letting bids for the Torner Com- 
munity Center at Deming,” said 
Max Woodard, assistant recrea- 
tion director for the local park 
department. Woodard added the 
pool at Deming was sandblasted 
prior to this season and repainted 
and the deck repaired. 

“Deming Park gets the most 
usage each year,” said Woodard, 
“followed by Collett Park.” 

Collett, built in 1883, is the oldest 
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Terre Haute parks 
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Community 


of the 20 city parks and is located 
in the north end of town. At 21.1 
acres, it’s the largest of 
neighborhood parks. 

The park has four lighted tennis 
courts and numerous horseshoe 
pits. The pavillion — on the list of 
National Historic buildings — has 
been refurbished for this season to 
include a new kitchenette for 
public use and the installation of 
rest rooms. 

Fairbanks Park has been the 
site of considerable construction 
during the past year. The Kiwanis 
Club has erected a shelter there 
and a fountain has been installed. 

Fairbanks Park has a 1,000 seat 
open air ampitheater, fishing site, 
picnic areas and a boat launch. 

Memorial Park is another 
neighborhood. ‘We've put ina new 
concession-press box at 
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Memorial,” said Woodard. 

There are five block parks in the 
city park system with 
Fairbanks, Collett and Deming 
described as the city’s community 
parks. 


Dobbs Park Nature Preserve is 
located on 105 acres and staffed by 
full-time naturalists. There is a 
large pond for fishing and several 
shelters for picnicing. 


A self-guiding nature, trail 
wanders three-fourths of a mile 
through a woods featuring 
numerous types of trees. The trail 
is popular during the winter, with 
cross-country skiis being rented 
from the nature center. 

Dobbs features 14 acres of virgin 
forest that have never been logged. 
The trail is part of the National 
park Service’s National Trail 
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cover 900 acres 


System, making Dobbs one of the 
few city-owned natural areas in 
the United States. The center 
periodically is the scene of nature 
slide shows and other weekend 
presentations. 


The city park system has two 
golf courses in Rea Park and 
Hulman Links. Rea offers golfers 
a challenging 18-hole course and a 
club house complete with pro shop. 
The Terre Haute Tennis Club cares 
for the nine courts at Rea Park. 


Hulman Links has a reputation 
of being a challening 18-hole 
course. A number of streams, 
ponds and sand traps dot the 230- 
acre course. 


Hulman Links has a large picnic 
shelter and a clubhouse is now 
under construction. 
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Fishing champ de ends ie 


: “I wanna catch Jaws,” two-year 
Fishing Rodeo defending champion 
Keenan Harris, 7, said Saturday 
afternoon as he lolled in the grass on 
the lake’s bank in Dobbs Park trying 
“to land a big one. 
The annual fishing contest was 
. conducted between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Saturday in the park. 
- Young Harris didn’t catch the 
famous shark, but he did take first 
place in the age 7 and under bass 
contest after reeling in a 6¥2-ounce 
and a 4-ounce bass, using a fishing 


pole and tackle box he’d won in two 


“previous contests. 
. Down the bank a ways, red-haired 
Toby Hostetler, 8, was catching 
more of a sunburn than he was fish, 
but the 6-ounce catfish he reeled in 
did earn him the fourth-place slot in 

-the ages 8 to 11 category for catfish 

“ catching. 

+. Tracy Merritt, 11, took second 

- place in that category with her 10- 
ounce catfish. Her mother, Sue 
Merritt, had worm duty for Hoste- 

-tler who, by the look on his face, 
didn’t care much for hooking the 
wriggly denizens of the dirt. 

About 125 children registered for 
the rodeo, with morning fishermen 
having better luck than those who 

; -waited until afternoon, when 
_ warmer water had an adverse effect 
“ion the biting. 


zi The ‘‘elusive Tagged Bandit Bass” 

“remained elusive, but Anne 
‘Tillotson, special events 
‘coordinator, said the person who 
“catches the bandit can still claim the 


ze of a ee net pert with 
angler paraphernalia even though 
the Rodeo has ended. 

Prizes and trophies for the Rodeo 
were donated by the Terre Haute 


Parks Department, Zebco Fishing © 


Tackle Co. and Poff’s Sporting 
Goods. 

The different categories and the 
winners in each are: 

Most fish caught: Richard 
Whitaker, 14, five fish. 

Youngest boy and girl to catch a 
fish: Bengie Mishkin, 6, and Jeannia 
Mishkin, 4 

Catfish: Age 7 and under — Ist 
place, Jeannia Mishkin; 2nd place, 
Bengie Mishkin; 3rd place, Tiffnay 
Wilson. Ages 8 to 11 — Ist place, Joe 
Tucker; 2nd place, Tracy Merritt; 
3rd place, Ralph Downing; 4th place, 
Toby Hostetler. Ages 12 to 15 — 1st 
place, Richard Whitaker; 2nd place, 
Aarron Straton and Richard 
Whitaker; 3rd place, Kip Smith. 

Bass: Age 7 and under — Ist place, 
Keenan Harris; 2nd place, Kim 
Woodard. Ages 8 to 11 — 1st place, 
Kent Kester; 2nd place, Lisa 
Schwartz; 3rd place, Brock Roberts; 
4th place, Brock Roberts and Steve 
Harris. Ages 12 to 15 — 1st place, 
Mike Moninger; 2nd place, Kip 
Smith and Jake Westerkan. 

Bluegill: Age 7 and under — None 
caught. Age 8 to 11, 1st place, Mark 
Trusdale; 2nd place, Brock Roberts. 
Age 12 to 15, 1st place, Jack Ganbill; 
2nd place, Jeff Stevens; 3rd place, 
Chris Evinger. 
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City Council ⁄ 


restrict 


AUG 1 0 1984 


to local 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute’s City Council 
Thursday passed an ordinance, 7-1, 
to restrict access to city parks after 
dark in an effort to curb increasing 
incidence of petty vandalism. 

Approval came despite opposi- 
tion from Councilman L.E.. “Gene” 
Frazier who sought an amendment 


: allowing parks to be opened before 


the 8 a.m. time currently in effect. 

Frazier indicated that if council 
sentiment was bent toward allow- 
ing joggers access to parks before 8 
a.m., then the ordinance ought to 
reflect earlier park hours. 

The ordinance was aimed at 
what Parks Superintendent Pat 
Ralston told council members was 
an upswing of petty vandalism. 

ston cited recent destruction 
of washroom fixtures at Fairbanks 
Park, causing park workers to find 
water shooting throughout the 
facility. In addition, Ralston cited a 
similar problem at Collett Park 


' and evidence that a Brittlebank 


Park shelter had been burned. 

“The trend has been getting a 
little worse,” Ralston said. 

All city parks close at 10 p.m., 
but the ordinance allows city police 
discretion to boot out anyone they 
choose after dark. ==- 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 
responded to Frazier’s query about 
the apparent broad discretion the 
ordinance granted to police. 
Frazier said allowing such discre- 
tion was another reason he opposed 
the ordinance. 

“If a policeman didn't like 
somebody, he’s going to kick him 
out anyway” regardless of the 
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ordinance, Loudermilk 
responding to Frazier. 

In other action, thé council 
approved four rezonings, two of 
which centered on changing five 
lots in the 2700 block of South 
Center Street from residential to 
light-industrial use. 

Carla K. Hartman, 222 Monterey 
Ave., sought the light industrial 
classification so she could sell three 
of the lots to Swiss Investment 
Corp., owners of Powell 
Stephenson Lumber Co., 2723 S. 
Seventh St. 

Swiss Investment, which owns 
the other two lots, now will be able 
to demolish a house on the property 
and build a 90-by-170-foot addition 
onto the lumber company. 

The other rezoning was for Ron 
Edington, 2601 Dimmick Ave., who 
wanted 1501 Washington Ave. 
changed from two-family residen- 
tial use to limited community 
commerce. Edington says he in- 
tends to build a bait shop and 

sporting goods store there. 

The other rezoning, which was 
tabled last month until a variance 
was approved, changes 668 Locust 
St. from two-family residential use’ 
to neighborhood commerce. The 
structure located there has been a 
grocery store for years and is now 
closed. 

The Hikel Nasser estate sought 
the rezoning for selling the proper- 
ty to a prospective buyer interested 
in opening a ceramic shop. 


S File 


said, 


Two measures were assigned for ~ 


study by council committees. One 
is for appropriating $125,000 in 
federal revenue sharing funds for 
street equipment. The other is for 
allowing the Parks Department to 
sell seme property. 

See related story on A3 
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_ The Vigo County RES 
Recreation Department filed a 
small-claims lawsuit against its 
Fowler Park concessionaire Mon- 
dey, according to a Parks official, 

om Poff, 2620 N. 12th St., owes 
the Parks Department $1,658. 19, 
Keith Ruble, county parks 
superintendent, told Parks board 
members during a regular meeting 
Monday. 

Accordian to the lease agreement 
between the county and Poff, the 
-county was to receive 50 percent of 
the proceeds from boat rentals and 
20 percent of the concession’s gross 
receipts, Ruble said. 

Pott, who leased the concession 
last summer, was contacted by the 
county attorney and still did not 


Pay. a uble said. 
e're going to have to look into 
bonding people,” said Jack Ennis, 
board president, referring to the 
concession problem. 
The board also discussed ; the 
possibility of the Parks Depart- 
ent assuming operation of the 
concession stands. $ 
- Ruble said Pat Ralston, city 
Parks and Recreation Department 


superintendent, told him the city_ 


1984 


makes more money with self- 
operation of the concessions. 

“You're asking for headaches on 
this,” said board member George 
Chagares, who was appointed a 
one-member committee to study 
the concession issue. 

In other business, the board: 

e Discussed the possibility of 
outfitting park personnel in un- 
iforma. 

e Discussed a possible $1,500 
project to get playground equip- 
ment for a community center at 
Lewis. 

e Discussed the possibility of 
adopting a policy outlining expecta- 
tions of park patrons. “We should 
treat them with courtesy, but we 
we maintain the right to kick out 

people when necessary,” Ruble 
sai 

e Thanked the volunteers who 
made the recent Christmas Walk 
at Fowler Park a success. “We 
couldn't have handled any more 
people out there for the walk,” said 
Curt DeBaun III. About 600 people 
attended the walk on Saturday, the 
second and final evening of the 


event, he said. i 


Various fees at city golf. courses i 
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going up come 1985, board says ~“ 


Fees at city golf courses will be 
increased next year. Board 
members last week Aen Park 
Superintendent Pat Ralston’s re- 
commendation for the increases. 
Fees during 1985 will be: 

Rea Park 

@ Men and women’s season 
ticket, $135; up $15 from 1984. 

® Junior season ticket, $60; up 
$10. 

e Senior citizen ticket, $85; up 

10. 

e Husband and wife season 
ticket, $225; up $35. 

è Daily green fees, $7; up $1. 
Weekends, $8; up $1. 

ə Cart fees for 18 holes, $13 plus 
tax; up $1. Nine holes, $6.50 plus 
tax; up 50 cents. 


Huiman Links 
@ Men and women’s season 
ticket, $260; up $25. 
è Junior season ticket, $125; up 


$10. 

© Senior citizen ticket, $165; up 
$15. 
e Husband and wife season 
ticket, $450; new this year. 

@ Green fees, $10 daily; up $2. 
Weekends, $12; up $2. 
- @ Cart fees for 18 holes, $15 plus 
tax; up $2. Nine holes, $7.50 plus 
tax; up 50 cents. 

è Locker rental is new, with a 
charge of $1 plus tax per day. 


: Both courses 
è Joint season ticket, $300; up 
$15. 
è Junior ticket, $165; up $15. 
è Senior citizen ticket, $195; up 
$20. 
è Limited senior citizen ticket, 


Monday through Friday only, $145; : 


up $25. 
Range balls, Hulman Links 
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farts + Recreo tion $ sma bucket, 20 balls, 31:30 


plus tax; up 25 cents. 

e Medium bucket, 40 balls, $2.25 
plus tax; up 25 cents. >e 

è Large bucket, 60 balls, $2.75 
plus tax; up 25 cents. 

Fees for swimming pool us¢= 
cross-country ski rental and aria 
and crafts classes all remain the’ 
same. New is swimming pool locker’ 
rental at 25 cents daily. i 

Softball diamond rental for’ 
tournament use will be $15 per day“ 
including lights. Softball leagues at? 
Brittlebank and Sheridan Parks! 
will be charged $10 per team fo¥) 
the season. j 

Softball league price for men's: 
and women’s teams will be $225. 
That includes the cost for umpires, 
equipment, bases, balls and light’ 
bulbs. The intent is to make the 
program self-sufficient, Ralston, 
stated. rye: e 
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